
REGENTS and FINAL EXAM AND GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS RELATED to COVID-19  
 

1.  Are students exempt from Regents and Final Exams that they were planning on taking during the June 2020 
test administration? 

 

Students who meet one of the following eligibility requirements are exempt from the Regents and Final 
Examinations they were planning to take in June 2020: 
 

• The student is currently enrolled in the course of study culminating in a Regents or Final Exam and by 
the scheduled date of the June 2020 Regents or Final Examination will have earned credit in such course 
of study, which means the student must pass the course; 

• The student is currently enrolled in a course of study culminating in a Regents Examination and has 
failed to earn credit by the end of the school year. Such student returns for summer instruction to make 
up the failed course credit and is subsequently granted diploma credit in August 2020; or 

• The student was previously enrolled in the course leading to an applicable Regents Examination, has 
achieved course credit, and has not yet passed the associated Regents Exam but was intending to take 
the test in June to achieve a passing score. (See FAQ #5 for more information). 

 

2.  How will students earn credit in courses that were interrupted due to the COVID-19 closures preventing 
them from completing the unit of study requirements in Commissioner’s Regulations? 

 

Because the extended mandated closure interfered with district’s’ ability to provide the full unit of study by 
the end of the school year, either in face-to-face instruction or through other methods, the student will be 
granted the diploma credit as long as the student has met the standards assessed in the provided 
coursework, which means as long as the student passed the course. 

 

3.  In order for a student to be exempt from a June 2020 Regents or Final examination, must the student have 
earned a unit of credit in the course? 

 

Yes.  This means the student must pass the course. 
 

4.  If a student fails a course leading to a Regents examination and enrolls in a summer school make up program 
in summer 2020 and subsequently earns diploma credit, is s/he eligible for an exemption to such 
examination? 

 

Yes. As long as the student successfully makes up the credit in summer of 2020, the student can be 
considered exempt from the culminating Regents Exam. 

 

5.  Question 1 above states that a student is eligible for an exemption if s/he “was intending to take the 
test in June to achieve a passing score.” How do I know if a student “intended” to take a Regents 
Examination? 

 

Schools can apply the “intended to take a Regents Examination” eligibility requirement under one of the 
following circumstances: 

• the student informed the school that s/he wished to retake the examination; or 
• the student was receiving academic intervention, supplemental instruction or tutoring of 

some kind in preparation to take the examination; or 
• the student took the examination in June 2019, August 2019, or January 2020 in an attempt to 

pass or better his/her score. 
 

 



6.  How will students who are granted exemptions to exams meet assessment requirements for 
graduation? 

 

Students granted an exemption from any examination are not required to pass such specific examinations to 
meet the assessment requirements for any diploma type (local, Regents, or Regents with advanced 
designation). For example, a student who was enrolled in ELA 11 and was scheduled to take the examination 
in June 2020, does not need to meet the ELA assessment requirement for a local, Regents, or Advanced 
Regents diploma. 

 

7.  Do students need to complete 1,200 minutes of satisfactory laboratory experiences in order to be 
exempted from a science Regents Exam? 

 

No. Hands on laboratory experiences missed because of extended school closure or student absence due to 
COVID-19 does not preclude a student from being exempt for the corresponding Science Regents 
Examination. 

 

8.  Can a district exempt a student from the locally developed Checkpoint B LOTE examination in order for 
students to meet the requirements of the Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation? 

 
A district may exempt a student from the locally developed Checkpoint B examination if the student will have 
earned at least 3 diploma credits in the LOTE subject by the end of the2019-20 school year.  

 

9.  May a student who is exempted from a Regents examination due to COVID-19 be admitted to future 
administrations of the Regents exam? 

 

Yes. Schools/districts shall provide opportunities for students to attempt Regents exams in subsequent 
administration periods, if students so choose.  
 

EARNING COURSE CREDIT 
 

10. Can students earn credit for courses that did not meet the unit of study (180- minute/week) 
requirement outlined in Commissioner’s Regulation 100.1(a)? 

 

Yes, per Guidance #2: Additional Guidance to Schools from NYSED, any student who achieves the learning 
outcomes for a course of study should earn the applicable course/diploma credit without regard to the 
180-minute/week unit of study requirement in Commissioner’s Regulations Part 100.1. 

 

Further, in the event that extended closure interferes with a school’s or a district’s ability to provide the full 
unit of study by the end of the school year, either in face-to-face instruction or through other methods, as 
long as the student has met the standards assessed in the provided coursework, which means the student 
has passed the course, the student shall be granted the diploma credit. 

 

11. Can students earn diploma credit in Languages other than English (LOTE) prior to grade 9 without 
successfully passing a locally developed Checkpoint A exam? 

 

If the principal, in consultation with relevant faculty, determines that the student has met the standards 
assessed in the provided coursework leading to the Checkpoint A LOTE exam, the district may choose to waive 
the exam requirement and grant the student their first unit of diploma credit in LOTE. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/schoolhealth/schoolhealthservices/coronavirus/nysed-covid-19-second-guidance-3-13-20.pdf#page%3D4


12. Can students earn credit by examination through the Regents examination exemptions? 
 

No. Students cannot earn credit by examination using the exemptions due to the COVID-19 outbreak.  Students 
must have completed the coursework and must have passed the course in order to earn credit. 

 

13. Do Regents Examination exemptions apply to students earning diploma credit through accelerated 
coursework in grade 8? 
 

Yes. Any student in grade 8 enrolled in a course culminating in a Regents examination who has met the 
standards assessed in the provided coursework shall be granted an exemption from the examination and 
shall be granted the applicable diploma credit. 

14. How will the final course averages be determined? 
 The final course average will not include Regents or Final Examination grades.  It will be computed by 

determining the average of the four quarter grades. 
 

Note:  Much of this document is taken from guidance produced by the New York State Education Department 
on April 7, 2020.  The additional information includes final examinations, which are being treated in the 
same was as are Regent Examinations.  For further information about specific situations, or for additional 
clarification, please contact your principal or guidance counselor by e-mail.   
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